INTERVIEW TO MURAT

Murat is a Turkish boy who is studying at the United World College in Montezuma, New Mexico, U.S.A. He is 17 years old and he is from Bursa, a town not far from Istanbul. This interview wants to give the point of view of a person that lives in Turkey.

First we asked to talk about his country to explain us the general situation; he clarified that his nation has got deep differences between east and west: west is closer to European culture, while the east is poorer than west. Examples of women discrimination and of hard cohabitation with the Curdes exist, but they are linked to the east. The government has already worked to reach the European standards concerning human rights. But the problem is that the Turkish people aren’t ready for this cultural revolution yet, especially in the eastern side of the country. 

Besides Murat expressed the fear that the economic helps coming from the European Union might not be used for public benefit, because of the corruption of government. Murat gave us an example: the current prime minister had set up a project consisting in a nurse stage for girls coming from east; the aim was to provide a useful service to the east population and encourage the minister’s reputation. But after a short time the project ended, probably because of its expenses,  taking a good service away from the people.

After that we asked him about situation of women. He talked about his mother: she gave Murat an iPod for present, she is an emancipated person with an active social life; but when we saw one of her photo, she was wearing a headscarf. We told him our perplexity and he explained that the Muslim women are used to wear headscarf for choice, because they are Muslim and because the Koran invites people to take care of the high creation of women. We got wrong like almost the other people in Europe: we can’t understand how a person with the “iPod mentality” can wear also a headscarf. This is a meaningful mistake that shows the common superficiality of the European people looking to the Muslim culture.  
In the end we asked him if he had found something different between European boys and his Turkish friends. “The european guys are more out going, open minded, creative…”

CHIAMATECI EUROTURCHI
 Yashar Kemal, the biggest of the Turkish literature, has no doubts: “Of course, Turkey is Europe, it couldn’t be differently. Not only Istanbul, or Smirne, or the coast of the Egeo. No! The Kurdisatan is Europe. The Cukurova, the region where I was born, is Europe. And, obviously, also the Anatolia is. While the Indian culture, or the French and the Spanish ones, are not really European. Every one has got his own personality. The Great Britain, for example, offers resistance about many things. And half a century ago none could say that the English would ever joined the E.U. Turkey is always on the borders of the Europe. It’s only a matter of time. Little by little Turkey will join E.U. 
Marco Ansaldi – de La Repubblica

